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Sens. Blackburn, Wicker, and Lummis send letter to Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee ... from sports page 1

Austin III and Johnson named to national 
watch lists ... from sports page 1
lege football. 
  Austin III had a breakout season 
for the Tigers in 2020, earning 
First-Team All-American Ath-
letic Conference honors. He fin-
ished the year with a team-high 
63 receptions for 1,052 yards and 
11 touchdowns. He also added a 
punt return score, averaging 9.4 
yards on 20 returns. 
 Austin III led the AAC in both 
receiving yards and receiving 
touchdowns in 2020, ranking 
eighth and sixth in the nation, re-
spectively, in those categories. 
  Johnson also had a tremendous 
season for Memphis is 2020, 
earning Second-Team All-AAC 
accolades after totaling a team-
high 81 tackles and three inter-
ceptions to go with two tackles 
for loss, five pass breakups, two 
forced fumbles and a blocked 
kick. 

 Johnson led the conference with 
60 solo tackles on the season, 
ranking him 22nd in the nation at 
5.5 per game. He also ranked 
31st in the country in intercep-
tions. 
 
 Semifinalists for the Maxwell 
Award will be announced No-
vember 1, 2021, while the three 
finalists for the Maxwell Award 
will be unveiled November 22, 
2021. The winners of the 2021 
Maxwell and Bednarik Awards 
will be announced as part of the 
ESPN Home Depot College 
Football Awards Show held on 

December 9, 2021. The formal 
presentations of the Maxwell 
Award will be made at the Max-
well Football Club Awards Gala 
hosted by Tropicana Hotel & Ca-
sino Atlantic City on March 11, 
2022. 
 The Maxwell Football Club was 
founded in 1935 and is the oldest 
football organization of its kind 
in America. The Club recognizes 
excellence in performance at the 
high school, collegiate and pro-
fessional levels of the game.  
 The Maxwell Club is also deeply 
involved and fully vested in the 
community through programs to 
promote academic excellence, 
community volunteerism, and 
leadership. High school student-
athletes around the country have 
an opportunity to participate in 
MFC Showcase events, free of 
charge, through the generosity of 

our corporate partners, Mam-
moth Tech and the Athletes’ Cor-
ner. To learn more about our 
story visit www.maxwellfoot-
ballclub.org. 
 The Maxwell Award is a 
member of the National College 
Football Awards Association 
(NCFAA), which encompasses 
the most prestigious awards in 
college football. Founded in 
1997, the NCFAA and its 25 
awards now boast over 800 re-
cipients, dating to 1935. Visit 
ncfaa.org to learn more about the 
association. 
  
How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

and coins, Olympic athletes 
should be aware that the digital 
yuan may be used to surveil Chi-
nese citizens and those visiting 
China on an unprecedented 
scale, with the hopes that they 
will maintain digital yuan wallets 
on their smartphones and con-
tinue to use it upon return. 
  The CCP Has Already Used 
Digital Payment Platforms To 
Surveil, Threaten, And Arrest 
Chinese Citizens 
  These concerns are especially 
pronounced given the Chinese 
Communist Party’s use of new 
and emerging technologies to 
suppress the Uyghur minority, 
the people of Hong Kong, and 
those across China who strive for 

freedom of expression. These 
concerns are not hypothetical. 
Rather, digital payment platforms 
such as WeChat, are already 
being used to surveil, threaten, 
and arrest Chinese citizens. 
  
See the full letter to USOPC 
Board Chair Susan Lyons below  
  
Dear Chair Lyons, 
  We write to express our con-
cerns with the communist Chi-
nese government’s plans to 
officially launch the Digital Cur-
rency Electronic Payment, com-
monly referred to as the digital 
yuan, prior to the Beijing Winter 
Olympics in 2022. Specifically, 
we urge the United States Olym-

pic & Paralympic Committee 
(USOPC) to forbid American 
athletes from receiving or using 
digital yuan during the Beijing 
Olympics. 
 The digital yuan is the People’s 
Bank of China’s (PBOC) central 
bank digital currency. The digital 
yuan is entirely controlled by the 
PBOC, and can be tracked and 
traced by the central bank. The 
digital yuan has been in the 

works since 2014, but only re-
cently has the Chinese govern-
ment released key features 
regarding the digital currency, 
including the ability of the gov-
ernment to know the exact de-
tails of what someone purchased 
and where. 
  Meanwhile, the Chinese gov-
ernment has already started to 
distribute free digital yuan. 
While the Chinese Communist 
Party insists their efforts are 
aimed at digitizing bank notes 
and coins, Olympic athletes 
should be aware that the digital 
yuan may be used to surveil Chi-
nese citizens and those visiting 
China on an unprecedented 
scale, with the hopes that they 

will maintain digital yuan wallets 
on their smartphones and con-
tinue to use it upon return. The 
integration of China’s digital cur-
rency into global commerce has 
many problematic privacy impli-
cations. These concerns are espe-
cially pronounced given the 
Chinese Communist Party’s use 
of new and emerging technol-
ogies to suppress the Uyghur mi-
nority, the people of Hong Kong, 
and those across China who 
strive for freedom of expression. 
These concerns are not hypothe-
tical. Rather, digital payment 
platforms such as WeChat, are al-
ready being used to surveil, 

threaten, and arrest Chinese cit-
izens. 
 We appreciate your attention to 
this important matter. It is para-
mount the USOPC works with 
the U.S. Department of State, the 
U.S. Department of Treasury, and 
the U.S. Department of Com-
merce to protect the privacy of 
American athletes from the Chi-
nese Communist Government. A 
briefing on this request for Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation 
members within 30-days of re-
ceipt of this letter would be par-
ticularly helpful. 
  

Meet your Tokyo U.S. 
paralympic shooting 
team ... from sports 5 

way to focus his mind and pass 
the time between treatments.  
  
 He attended his first inter-
national match, the World Shoot-
ing Para Sport Championships, 
in 2019 where he fired an im-
pressive 564 qualification score 
in the P3 - Mixed 25m Sport Pis-
tol SH1 event that advanced him 
into the final top eight. In doing 
so, Xiao earned the United States 
their first pistol quota spot for the 
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games. 
He credits this match as the mo-
ment where all his training and 
time spent in the sport registered 
and the Paralympic Games 
seemed like an attainable goal. 
Not long after this match, Xiao 
moved to the Olympic and Para-
lympic Training Center to prac-
tice full-time as a resident 
athlete. Tokyo 2020 will be 
Xiao’s first Paralympic Games 

appearance.  
 USA Shooting, a 501c3 non-
profit corporation, was chartered 
by the United States Olympic 
and Paralympic Committee as 
the National Governing Body for 
the sport of shooting in April 
1995. The organization imple-
ments and manages development 
programs and sanctions events at 
the local, state, regional, and na-
tional levels.  
 
Headquartered in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, at the U.S. 
Olympic & Paralympic Training 
Center, USA Shooting has a full-
time staff dedicated to furthering 
the sport and supporting athletes 
and members of the organization. 
The organization has a USA 
Shooting News magazine pub-
lication, as well as public and 
member specific web sites. 
 

“Specifically, we urge the 
United States Olympic & 
Paralympic Committee 
(USOPC) to forbid American 
athletes from receiving or 
using digital yuan during the 
Beijing Olympics.” 

Johnson led the conference 
with 60 solo tackles on the 
season, ranking him 22nd in 
the nation at 5.5 per game. 
He also ranked 31st in the 
country in interceptions. 


